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The Center for Emerging Visual Artists is pleased to announce 

In the Woods
A Solo Exhibition of Drawings by Nick Cassway
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Exhibition Runs November 1 - 30, 2013
First Friday Reception:  November 1, 6 - 9pm
Philadelphia, PA –The Center for Emerging Visual Artists, SPACE Gallery, and the American Institute of Graphic Artists (AIGA) is pleased to announce In the Woods: a solo exhibition by Nick Cassway which presents a series of illustrations in the context of road signage. The shapes, stature and materials literally become “warning signs” which are scattered throughout a darkened gallery and discovered only with the aid of a flashlight or headlamp. In the Woods is on view November 1 – 30, 2013 at SPACE gallery located at 72 North 2nd Street in Old City Philadelphia. The First Friday opening reception will be on Friday, November 1 from 6 – 9pm. Gallery hours for this exhibition are Thursdays from 3:00-7:00pm and Fridays and Saturdays from 1:00-7:00pm. 

The drawings were made with Cassway’s signature analog-to-digital-to-analog process and merge elements of fine art with commercial design, illustration and sign making. Hand-rendered drawings are expressed in computer cut black reflective vinyl (traffic engineering film) and mounted on matte black painted aluminum panels. The interactive exhibition allows visitors to move through a darkened gallery and discover the series of cryptic signs, which don’t provide direction, but on the contrary, contribute one’s sense of being lost. More information and images from this project at nickcassway.com
Nick Cassway received a BFA in painting from the Tyler School of Art in 1990. He has exhibited his drawings, prints as well as site specific installations both locally and nationally. He is deeply vested in the Philadelphia arts community and was formerly the executive director of NEXUS/foundation for today's art. Nick currently teaches computer graphics, editorial design and brand identity at Drexel University’s Westphal College of Media Arts and Design and is a current Fellow in CFEVA’s Visual Artist Fellowship program. He explains the project in more detail:
“In the Woods” refers to being in a place either physically or psychologically that you really don’t belong. The works are not intended to be viewed in a prescribed order and do not produce any sort of linear narrative. Instead, they create an emotional tapestry of fear, uneasiness, feeling out of place, etc. The title originates from the fairy tale “Babes in the Woods”:  horrific story in which orphan children are given to an uncle who leaves the children in the woods to face whatever fate befalls them. “In the Woods” intentionally recreates that vulnerable state and explores places that we can go – either physically or mentally – that can have severe repercussions. Although we don’t have to actually go to these dark psychological corners, we can experience them by scaring the hell out of ourselves via roller coasters, horror films…or even drawings.

The SPACE Gallery is a project of Aiga Philly. In 1981, a group of Philadelphia designers formed AIGA Philadelphia, the first local chapter of the American Institute of Graphic Arts. Presently the chapter is comprised of over 700 members. AIGA Philadelphia’s purpose is both integral and complementary to the national organization: to provide the highest standards within the profession and the business community and to stimulate interest and understanding of graphic design and visual communication through lectures, exhibitions, periodicals and other activities. More information at philadelphia.aiga.org/space/.
The Center for Emerging Visual Artists, now in its 30th year, dedicates itself to making art careers viable for those who choose them, helping emerging artists reach their audiences, and promoting interest and understanding of emerging visual art among citizens of the community. The Center For Emerging Visual Artists, formerly Creative Artists Network, was founded in Philadelphia in 1983 to encourage the professional development and community involvement of emerging visual artists.  For more information on CFEVA’s artists, programs and other exhibitions, please visit www.cfeva.org
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Please contact Ann Peltz for more information at ann@cfeva.org or 215-546-7775 x 13. 
High resolution photographs are attached to this email and are available upon request.

